IEDA Annual
Conference
October 4-6, 2022

Tuesday, October 4
Tours — Plan to join us!
These tours are designed so that economic development and
community engagement professionals can see and learn about new
processes, projects, businesses, industries and bring ideas back to their
region and community.
1:45

Bus Will Leave For the Kuna Tours from the Oxford Suites.
Micron tour will meet at Micron at 1:45

2:00-3:30

Tours
Tour 1: Micron-25 Attendees Max (Meet at Micron)
Tour Idaho’s very own computer chip manufacturing facility. Micron makes
computer chips for an array of devices, including computers and cell
phones. Micron just announced they will be expanding in Boise and
building a $15 billion manufacturing plant which will bring back
manufacturing capacity to the Boise facility on Federal Way. This is the first
new fabrication plant built in the U.S. in 20 years and will create as many at
2,000 jobs.

CONFERENCE
LOCATION
Oxford Suites
1426 Entertainment Ave
Boise, ID

4:30

Board Meeting-Oxford Suites

5:30

Board Dinner-Tucanos Brazilian Grill
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2:00-3:30

Tours
Tour 2: Meta Data Center-Kuna
At Meta, we strive to give people the power to build community and bring
the world closer together. Our data centers, like the one we’re building
in Kuna, Idaho, help bring that mission to life by enabling billions of people
around the world to connect every day. Beyond their role as the physical
backbone of our apps and services, Meta’s data centers drive significant
positive impact in the communities where they are located and beyond.
Kuna will be home to our newest data center—our 15th data center in
the U.S. and 19th in the world. This 960,000+ square foot facility will be
an important part of the global infrastructure that brings Meta apps and
services to billions of people around the world. Once completed, the
data center will represent an investment of more than $800 million and will
support approximately 100 jobs, as well as over 1,200 construction workers
on site at the peak of construction. In this tour, we will visit the East Kuna
Industrial area and discuss the infrastructure and construction mobilization
required to build this project.
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Wednesday, October 5
Breakfast On Your Own
9:00 – 9:15

Introductions and Welcome
Who you are and where are you from?

9:15 – 10:15

Rediscover the Value of Human Connection-Julie Dresback, St Luke’s Health System
Humans are inherently social beings. We rely on others to validate, support, challenge,
and engage with us – social connection a key factor for mitigating emotional distress
and loneliness. These last 2 ½ years have resulted in some seismic shifts in our social
landscape. Intentional isolation, fear of the unknown, “zoom fatigue”, and social
distancing are all showing negative impacts on our ability to connect with others.
Recent studies are starting to reveal the enormity of hardships people are experiencing
including increases in loneliness, anxiety, and depression. In fact, 67% of adults are now
reporting higher levels of stress!
In this session we’ll take a deeper look at why human connection is critical to our
success as individuals and organizations. We’ll discuss the differences between
“networking” and “connecting”, the benefits of both, and highlight tangible ways to
increase our connections with others. My goal is for you to leave feeling invigorated and
inspired to lead the charge of building intentional relationships within your own
networks.

10:15 – 10:30

Networking Break

10:30 – 11:30

Strategies and Tactics for Grant Seeking Winners -Renee Bourque, Bright Star Grant
Consultants
We are in an historic time for abundant grant funding availability with a mindboggling
amount of federal legislation dollars on the way. Are you ready? Let’s make sure. Even
if you worked hard on a proposal, typically around 70% of proposals are rejected
outright because applicants did not follow the instructions. Then the remaining
proposals are culled further so finalists can to move on to scoring by a panel and
funding awards. Please join Renee Bourque for a review of grant proposal development
best practices and strategies to make your organization a winner.

Wednesday, October 5
11:30 – 12:15

They are Granting…We are Winning!
Gain insights into what grant makers are looking for in grants and what resources are
out there to help you with your grants.
Moderator: Tammy Stringham, Lemhi County Economic Development Association
Speakers:
Kevin Bailey, Idaho Non-Profit Center
Lisa Berg, Idaho Community Foundation
Diane Bevan, IWBC
Jerry Miller, Idaho Department of Commerce

12:15 – 1:30

Lunch

1:30 – 2:00

Membership Meeting and Elections

2:00 – 3:00

Making the Most of High-Stake Conversations-Nancy Buffington
Folks from across the nation are flocking to Idaho because of our gorgeous scenery,
our relatively low cost of living—and our reputation for friendliness. But that doesn’t
mean every conversation is easy. Between trying to balance the varying needs of
different stakeholders and navigating the new communication platforms (and high
stress levels) of a post-pandemic world, difficult issues and conflicts are bound to
come up.
In this interactive session, we’ll learn how new approaches to conflict and polarization
can help us find ways to build (and rebuild) connection, restore trust, and strengthen
relationships that are at the core of economic development in Idaho.

3:00 – 3:15

Chair yoga with Susie Davidson
Take a break with our very own economic development Yogi. No need to bring
your yoga clothes, this is an opportunity to stretch and be focused for the rest of the
afternoon of learning! Namaste!

3:15 -3:30

Break

Wednesday, October 5
3:30 – 4:45

Stories On the Ground
Economic development is often experiential and can take many forms. Come
learn from peers in this panel session as they share about their Idaho wins. Learn
the “why” and the “how” behind impactful projects taking place in our rural and
urban areas. Gain ideas, inspiration, and insights for implementation in your own
communities.
Moderator: Jenny Hemly, Idaho Department of Commerce
Speakers:
Tim McDonald, Lewis County Economic Development Council (Ida-Lew EDC) and
Small Business Development Center (SBDC) Counselor
Lisa Ailport, Bonners Ferry City Administrator
Sean Keithly, Economic Development Director for City of Boise
Jenn Hensley, Executive Director for Downtown Boise Association

5:00 – 6:30

Reception and Kipp Sherry Magic
After a long day of filling your brains, sit back and relax with a cocktail and the
amazing close up magic of Kipp Sherry. Experience the magic in a full 360 degrees
observation vantage point, and sometimes even happening right in your own
hands. Don’t let it hurt your head, just enjoy it as a relaxing way to enjoy your
evening. Kipp Sherry will be strolling from group to group during the cocktail
hour from 5-6pm. Don’t be shy, flag him down if you just can’t wait to see the
miracles.

Thursday, October 6
Breakfast On Your Own
8:30 – 9:00

Idaho Talent Pipeline Management Initiative
Today, the skills gap in our workforce is hindering the growth and competitiveness
of our companies, and shortcomings in our workforce system continue to widen the
gap. Recruiting and retaining talent has also become increasingly challenging.
These challenges must be met by those who have the most at stake: members of
the business community. The Idaho Talent Pipeline Management Initiative seeks to
bring industry partners together to meet these challenges head on.
Moderator: Matt Thomsen, Idaho Workforce Development Council
Speakers:
Kimber Russell, 1 Percent Consulting
Gynii Gilliam, Coeur d’Alene Area Economic Development

9:00 – 10:00

State Agencies Updates
Craig Shaul, Idaho Department of Labor
Jake Reynolds, Idaho Department of Commerce
Rudy Soto, USDA Rural Development
Hope Morrow, Idaho National Lab

10:00 – 10:30

Economic Development Awards
Bob Potter Lifetime Achievement Award
Economic Developer of the Year

10:30 – 10:45

Break

10:45 – 11:30

Better Human-It’s a Full-Time Job-Ronda Conger
Do you want to be better? Do you want a better life? Better marriage? Better
career? Better you? If the answer is a resounding “YES,” then this is for you. Each day
you get to awaken to the opportunity of finding your better human and it isn’t
about how much money you make or what your title is. It’s about being better than
you were yesterday. This is about all areas of your life. Leave nothing to chance. It
starts with you; it starts today.

11:30

Wrap Up and Basket Giveaway

** Don’t forget to bring a gift basket from your community for this fun way to end the conference!

Thank You To Our Sponsors!

Booth Exhibitor

